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CHAPTER 1,
THE FORCES OF THE CROWN.
Introductory.
in this Part there will be considered the composition and discipline
of the armed forces, the nature of military law and the status of
those who are subject to it. There will also be considered those
special common law powers for the preservation of public order
which may be exercised by the Executive and by military commanders
in a time of major emergency. When an emergency arises or is fore-
seen, statutory powers are normally taken to enable the Executive
to meet it, but the common law powers remain.3- The common law
imposes upon every citizen (and the soldier is no less a citizen because
he is also a soldier) the duty to take all necessary steps to resist
invasion and suppress insurrections. Those in command of troops
are in the best position to deal with invasion or insurrection. In
order to fulfil their duty it will be necessary for military commanders
to interfere with the liberty of civilians. The imposition of the will of
military commanders upon the civil population is often referred to
—it is submitted unfortunately—as "martial law," It is convenient to
discuss this topic in connection with the armed forces of the Crown.
A.
Composition and Discipline of the Army.
Feudal Levy.    In early times there were two distinct national forces, the Feudal
Levy and the National (or Militia) Levy.2 The Feudal Levy had,
1 See H. C. Deb., 5th Series, Vol. 363, col. 90 et seq., and particularly the
Attorney-General at col. 137.
* See China Navigation Co, v. Attorney-General, [193212 K.B. 197, at pp. 225 ff.

